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Pablo

Picasso



“ Pablo was a Spanish painter and sculptor.

He is one of the most famous artists of the 20th century.”

“He is best known for making people see art in a new way.

He helped create a new style called Cubism.

In Cubism objects are shown from many different angles

at the same time.”



“ Pablo claimed:

Painting is not meant to decorate apartments. 

It is a tool to fight against problems and enemies.”

“He meant that: 

Art is a weapon, but it is not for causing death.

It can be used to bring peace.”



One of his most powerful paintings, “Guernica” (1937), 

shows the pain and horror of war 

and became a symbol of peace and freedom all around the world.



The painting is huge - 3.5m high and 7.8m long!

It is black, white, and gray - symbolizing sadness and destruction.



“A tapestry version of the painting hangs 

at the United Nations Security Office in New York”



“Guernica was a Spanish town bombed 

during the Spanish Civil War on April 26, 1937”



Let’s take a closer look!

The painting is in black and white, like the newspapers of the time.

Picasso wanted to shout: 

“This did not happen to war heroes but to innocent souls!

Women, children, animals!”



Cry against Violence

It’s about time we act 

for Global Peace



Voice of the weak

Shouting for innocent people, 

who are always the ones 

suffering because of war



Everyone must act

together

And the artist makes the first step

by shouting out the truth!



The Bull in the painting

tells the world about 

the horrible events

that happened 

in Guernica.

The bull represents Picasso himself!

The artist often included himself

In his paintings as a bull

a strong symbol 

of the proud Spanish Nation! 



“Picasso, who was in Paris and very sad about the news,

painted Guernica in just a few days. 

He didn’t allow it to return to Spain 

until Democracy came back”



But Picasso’s 

most important 

contribution to Peace 

is nothing less 

than it’s most powerful 

emblem



Picasso's ”Dove” lithograph 

was used to illustrate the poster 

of the 1949 Paris Peace Congress



Between 1949 and his death, 

Picasso created many works, including posters, prints and drawings, 

that showed the Dove of Peace.

He was the one who gave it it’s modern political meaning!



He even named his daughter Paloma

which is the Spanish word for pigeon



How far would you go

to speak about Peace & Equality

using the language of Art?
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